
A GUARANTEE FOR YOUNG CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

STARTING BETTER

AT A GLANCE 

Raising children is the most important
thing we do — as parents and as a
society. It takes more than a village to
raise a child, it takes a nation. It is our
duty to our children, as parents and as
citizens, to give them what they need to
flourish now and throughout their lives. 

What is Starting Better? 
Starting Better presents a comprehensive body of
evidence to help Australia give children and
families what they need to thrive in their early
years and throughout their lives, and proposes a
Guarantee for Young Children and Families 
 through a series of reforms over the coming
decade. 

Starting Better is the product of 12 months of work
from the Centre for Policy Development’s Early
Childhood Development Initiative. 

The initiative and report have drawn on CPD’s
scoping study and informal inter-governmental
Early Childhood Development Council comprising
senior officials from all Australian jurisdictions,
ECD experts and sector leaders.

What is the Guarantee for Young
Children and Families? 
The Guarantee makes clear what every young
child and family needs for the best start in life.

It is an entitlement Australians can rely on,
regardless of where they live, how much money
they have, or what their family looks like.

We have several guarantees in Australia now, such
as free quality schooling to the end of Year 12 and
healthcare.

A Guarantee for Young Children and Families
would accompany these as part of the social deal
that binds Australian communities.

Babies get time with their parents
Quality early education for all
Family support in the local community

THE GUARANTEE ENSURES 



THE EVIDENCE

WHY DO WE NEED A GUARANTEE? 

The Guarantee recognises that young children and families flourish when they can access a holistic
range of support. It is based on global and local evidence of what has the greatest impact and what
will work best for Australian children and families.
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Increased access to the workforce for mothers 
An increased number of more secure, higher-paying jobs in the
growing early childhood education sector. 
Higher educational attainment for children, and greater workforce
participation when they grow up. 
Happier, healthier and more prosperous lives for children who
experience the Guarantee 
Higher tax revenues and lower health, crisis and policing costs for
governments 

What are the financial implications of the Guarantee? 

The Guarantee is a large investment, with an initial annual investment
of $2 billion that rises to $20 billion by 2030. Starting Better projects
the Guarantee to be cost neutral by full implementation in 2030 and
we estimate that higher tax revenue, business savings and reduced
government spending on welfare, health and the justice system will
deliver a net return of $15 billion annually by 2045. 

This aligns with a global and national research consensus that the
policies in the Guarantee are the path to significant gains to
productivity, wellbeing and women’s economic security, and that early
childhood investment has a positive long-term economic impact. 

How does the Guarantee generate returns? 

The Guarantee delivers a triple dividend, with lifelong benefits for
children, for parents, for early childhood professionals and for
national prosperity. 

These benefits include: 

How will it be implemented? 

The process should start in the National Cabinet with the
establishment of a National Federation Reform Taskforce on Early
Childhood Development. The taskforce would work on the most
effective way to deliver the Guarantee over the next decade between
Commonwealth and State Governments. 

This is a decade-long project that can put our nation on track for a
brighter 21st century and make Australia the best place in the world
to be, and raise, a child.

THE INVESTMENT AND BENEFITS 


